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not appear to have equalled in importance their cousins, Whose
conversion had been more spontaneous, and whose character seems
to have had more originality. Their names were so little known,
that when the evangelist put in the mouth of the men of Nazareth
the enumeration of the brothers according to natural relationship,
the names of the sons of Oleophas first presented themselves to
him.

His sisters were married at Nazareth,! and he spent the first
years of his youth there. Nazareth was a small town in a hollow,
opening broadly at the summit of the group of mountains which
close the plain of Esdraelon on the north. The population is now
from three to four thousand, and it can never have varied inuch.2
The cold there is sharp in winter, and the climate very healthy.
The town, like all the small Jewish towns at this period, was a
heap of huts built without style, and would exhibit that harsh, and
poor aspect widen villages in Semitic countries now present.
The houses, it seems, did not differ much from those cubes of
stone, without exterior or interior elegance, which still cover the
richest parts of the Lebanon, and which, surrounded with vines
and fig-trees, are still very agreeable. The environs, moreover, are
charming; and no place in the world was so well adapted for
dreams of perfect happiness. Even in our times Nazareth is still
a delightful abode, the only place, perhaps, in Palestine in which
the mind feels itself relieved from the burden which oppresses
it in this unequalled desolation. The people are amiable and
cheerful; the gardens fresh and green. Anthony the Martyr, at
the end of the sixth century, drew an enchanting picture of the
fertility of the environs, which he compared to paradise.8 Some
valleys on the western side fully justify his description. The
fountain, where formerly the life and gaietyof the little town wefe
concentrated, is destroyed; its broken channels contain now only a

* Mark vi. 3.

* According to Josephus, (B. /., in. iii 2,) the smallest town of Galilee had
more than five thousand inhabitants   This is probably an exaggeration.